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Sixth Grade

Welcome!

It is our pleasure to welcome you to our sixth grade classrooms.  Sixth Grade is an important and challenging year for your children as they begin the transition from intermediate to junior high.

Your child is also continuing an important journey in faith as we prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation.  Our school day will provide many opportunities for the children to grow in their relationship with the Lord and one another.

It is our belief that our mutual interest in your child provides the perfect blending of love, care and respect needed to help your child thrive this year.  The theme of our classrooms is to develop self esteem and mutual respect so that each child will feel comfortable with mistakes as well as triumphs.  The magic word in our classrooms is “TRY”.

It is our hope that the children will grow and develop in many exciting ways during their sixth grade year.  If at any time a question or problem arises, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We are excited about the year ahead and confident that if we work together it will be a happy, beneficial year for all of us!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Girondo  mrsgirondo213@aol.com
Mrs. Speese     mrsspeese@verizon.net
Curriculum Overview:

Religion – A study of the Old Testament and the Hebrew Scripture will explore the roots of our faith.  The Liturgical Year and personal prayer will also be emphasized.  Students will prepare throughout the year to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  The name of the bishop and the date  will be announced soon.  Website: blestarewe.com
Math –The study of fractions, decimals, metric measure, ratio and proportion, percents, probability, geometry and pre-algebra are key areas of concentration                             Website: pearsonsuccessnet.com
ILA – The literature based anthology focuses on plot, characters, themes, and literary devices.  ILA activities will explore a variety of authors and genres while providing a basis for writing poetry, narratives, essays, and expository pieces.  Spelling/Vocabulary and Grammar are also included in this curriculum. Websites:myhrw.com,vocabularyworkshop.com
Science – The curriculum covers the investigation of physical, life, and earth sciences.  Students will participate in lab activities to experiment and apply the concepts of science.              Website: eduplace.com
Social Studies – Our “Passport to the World” theme provides an overview of the geography, history and cultures of the Eastern Hemisphere.  Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe and Russia are the regions of study.  Website:www.phschool.com

Reminders for Back to School Success

· Cover hardback books with book socks or brown grocery bags. (No contact paper please). Cover soft back books with contact paper. Due: Monday, September 13, 2010
· Bring Bible and rosary in from last year.

· Stationery and school supplies should be brought in by Monday, September 13, 2010.
· Most importantly, bring your SENSE OF HUMOR AND COOPERATIVE SPIRIT EVERY DAY!

What’s so different about

6th Grade?

· More homework

· Additional long term assignments

· Greater independence

· Accountability stressed

· Increased responsibility  
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COMMUNICATIONS

· Please keep in touch via email and voice mail when issues arise.

· Gradelink is your key resource for tracking academic success

· Homework will be posted daily on teacher websites as a back up only.  Students are still responsible for copying daily assignments. 

· Test packets will be sent home on a regular basis until our first conference in November. Please review, sign and return in a timely fashion.

· Study Buddies should be chosen carefully and relied upon for missed assignments.

· Incomplete, missed or carelessly done assignments will be indicated on Gradelink by the Homework Grade for each subject area.
· Behavioral expectations and consequences are outlined in the school wide Peace Program 
Organizational Checklist:
· Routinely check that homework assignments are written down with due dates noted.

· Check to make sure long-term assignments are being worked on throughout the week.

· Remind your children to check the schedule for gym days, after school activities, altar-serving schedule and necessary signatures.

· Pack up backpack the night before to avoid missing assignments and textbooks.









