
St. Alphonsus Home & School 
Meeting Minutes of October 20, 2010, 8:15 am, Faith Formation Room

In Attendance: Monsignor Owens, John Steck, Jane Houseman, Emily Klammer, Judy Morrissey, Kathy Tavolaro, Colleen Araco, Tricia Loftus, Maura Jennings, Steve Shegogue, Katie Greene, Deb DeAngelis

Opening Prayer:  Monsignor Owens 

· Monsignor Owens opened the meeting with a prayer.
Parish Report:  Monsignor Owens
· Monsignor Owens attended a meeting at MMR with the Office of Catholic Education administration, educators, and parents to discuss strategic planning for Catholic schools.  The Four Pillars of Catholic Education were discussed:  Catholic Identity, Academic Excellence, Accessibility, and Affordability.
· Monsignor suggested we add an insert in the parish bulletin to give parishioners details about the Auction.
School Report:  Mr. Steck

· The students are using the new notebooks in the classrooms.
· We are looking forward to the Pre-K and Kindergarten Open House on Thursday.
· We are hoping to offer Science Explorers after school starting in January.
· Mr. Steck would like to offer more after-school activities.  We are discussing all options.
· Mr. Steck is in the early stages of talks with McDevitt about exploring long distance learning opportunities by way of telecommunications.  On November 4, he will attend a meeting at the Intermediate Unit.
Treasurer’s Report:  Judy Morrissey 

· Judy distributed an updated budget report.  Ms. Houseman suggested that we send home the budget to parents.  She feels parents and teachers are unaware of how much Home and School funds and supports.
Committee Chair Reports:

Publicity: Emily Klammer for Kathie Reilly

· Flyers have been posted for the Open House.  We have 8 parent volunteers to give tours.  We are discussing the option of offering a full day option for Pre‑K depending on interest.  Students would have the choice of half day or full day.  Most of the curriculum would take place in the morning session with enrichment in the afternoon.
Social: Colleen Araco and Katie Greene

· The Fall Family Fun Day was a rousing success.  We had about 150 kids, fabulous weather, and a terrific DJ.
· Colleen and Katie are now planning for Secret Santa.  All items were pre-ordered over the summer to take advantage of discounts, and the dates are on the master schedule.
Programs: Maura Jennings and Steve Shegogue

· A Hip Hop assembly with the Chosen Dance Company, led by choreographer Clyde Evans, Jr., has been scheduled for February 4—Friday of Catholic Schools Week.
· Mr. Steck has given Maura and Steve possible assembly dates, and they are looking at other programs.  Ms. Houseman really enjoyed the “Science Guy” assembly.  Monsignor suggested talking to a parishioner about a “behind the scences” tour of a theater.
Community Affairs: Emily Klammer for Bridget Barton

· The Mileage Club will begin at the end of the month on Friday afternoons.  Bridget is harnessing teacher and parent volunteers for supervision.
Auction Update: Emily Klammer for Michele Gallagher and Carolyn Schumann

· We are at 60% of our donation goal.
· We have cut back from 17 to 14 casino tables.
· The auction catalog will be paid for through the ads.
· Sam’s Italian Market will cater the food for the event.
· We have 10 items for the Live auction.
· The first on-line auction starts today!
Ways/Means: Trish Loftus

· The ornaments are scheduled to arrive the first week of November.  We will sell them for $25 in a clear box (supplied by Mary Dolaway and Button & Bows) with a gold ribbon.
· The School Store sold Gator Gear at Family Fun Day.
Volunteers: Michele Hand

· Contact Michele if you need any help with volunteers.
Old Business:

· Technology Night was very well-received by the parents.  Thanks to all the teachers for attending.  Mr. Steck will follow up with Paul Sanfrancesco about the materials he discussed.  He would like Mr. Sanfranceso to come and talk to our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.
· The classes with the highest percentage of parent attendance winning a dress down day, extended AM recess, and ice cream treat are as follows:


Pre-K - 3rd Grade: 
Mrs. McNulty’s class



4th - 6th Grade:
Mrs. Speese’s class



7th - 8th Grade:
Mrs. Maher’s class

· Our second Technology Night in January will feature our students demonstrating the uses of technology in the classroom.
New Business:

· Robbins Park.  Robbins Park will be charging $35 to allow schools to tour the park.  Melissa Maolino bargained them down to $25/visit.  Emily checked with the teachers to determine the relevance of the program.  The teachers like visiting the park and will have the opportunity to take their classes in the spring.
· Terracycle Recycling Project.  The recycling project will resume.  The bins are in the cafeteria.  Ms. Duncan will announce, and the project will be featured on GatorCast.
Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 17 at 8:15 am in the Adult Faith Formation room.

Meeting Adjourned:  9:15 am.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kathy Tavolaro. 

