
St. Alphonsus Home & School 

Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2010, 8:15 am, Faith Formation Room

In Attendance: John Steck, Nick D’Amico, Jane Houseman, Emily Klammer, Judy Morrissey, Kathy Tavolaro, Meg Pensabene, Kathie Reilly, Michele Hand, Tricia Loftus, Maura Jennings, Steve Shegogue, Bridget Barton, Katie Greene, and Deb DeAngelis

Opening Prayer:  Emily Klammer 

· Emily opened the meeting with a prayer.
School Report:  Mr. Steck

· Mr. Steck congratulated the auction committee for a job well done.
· Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Monday and Tuesday of next week for grades PreK - 6.
· A Thanksgiving Prayer Service will be held on Wednesday.
· Mrs. Fleming is working with SASO on a drive for our students to sponsor military children for a Christmas Party at the Willow Grove Naval Base.  All money collected will be donated to help the Family Readiness Group purchase gifts and treats.  The names of contributing students will be printed on “dog tags” and displayed in the hall.
· Preparations for Advent and Candlelight are underway.
· We had a great response at our Open House.  Fourteen families expressed interest in the full day PreK program.  We need twelve families to register for the program to be a go.
· Mr. Steck will talk to Maura and Steve about recommendations for assemblies.
· The students have filled two bins as part of the TerraCycle recycling program and have earned a dress down day.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Judy Morrissey

· Preliminary auction results are very positive.  Sixty less people attended this year.  We feel this correlates to the smaller eighth grade class.  
· We sold 100 Christmas ornaments.  We will sell ornaments through the family envelope, at Candlelight, and at Church after masses.
Committee Chair Reports:

Social:  Katie Greene

· The envelopes for Secret Santa are going home in today’s family envelope.
· Michele Hand has all slots filled for the Secret Santa volunteers.
Community Affairs: Bridget Barton

· The Mileage Club has officially begun!  Students in grades K-8 walk every Friday during lunch recess in the gym.  We may ask the Kindergarten classes to alternate weeks.
· Bridget will start working on the Catholic Schools Week Family Night event.
Publicity: Kathie Reilly

· Kathie will have photographers for Candlelight, and photographs will be posted on the school’s Shutterfly website.
· Kathie will shift her focus to publicity for the Open House during Catholic Schools Week.  She will use a strategy similar to the one used for the fall Open House.  She will advertise using flyers in store windows, an ad in the Enterprise magazine, and the parish bulletin.  We will also use our 3 signs. Kathie also suggested that she and Emily go to Holy Martyrs and talk to the preschool parents.  They will check with the pastor of Holy Martyrs and Mr. Steck’s niece.
New Business:

· Mr. Steck is talking to principals of other schools about age/grade level appropriate summer learning packets.
· We will begin planning for Catholic Schools Week at our next meeting.  Michele Hand will create a sign-up sheet for Home & School members to volunteer to chair the many CSW events.
· Ms. Lebiedzinski is taking over the school’s website in January.  Kathie Reilly feels strongly that the website needs to revamped if we are touting our school’s technology.  We need to work on the content, not only the interface.  We would like to invite Ms. Lebiedzinski to our next meeting.  Does she need any help?
· We also discussed ways to better communicate the programs funded and supported by Home and School and our auction.  
· Mr. D’Amico suggested we create a comparison chart with checklists to compare St. Alphonsus with local schools. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 15, 8:15 am in the Adult Faith Formation room.

Meeting Adjourned:  9:25 am.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Kathy Tavolaro. 

